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THE GARDENS OF 
A Visitor's Guide 


THE GARDENS OF IRELAND — A Visitor’s 
Guide by Jack Whaley. Poolbeg, p/b IR£6.50. 
This is a useful guide to twenty-seven Irish 
gardens open to the public — some on a daily 
basis, such as the National Botanic Gardens, 
others to garden club groups or visiting 
gardeners, with advance notice, such as the 
Botanic Garden of Trinity College at Dartry in 
Dublin. Mr. Whaley, himself a noted gardener, 
is a well-informed and sympathetic guide with 
his own very definite opinions about certain 
gardening methods, landscaping and labelling 
of interesting and unusual plants — or rather, 
the lack of it! 





THE GREEN GUIDE FOR IRELAND by John 
Gormley. Wolfhound, p/b 1R£4.95. 

Three hundred and thirty pages of ‘Green’ 
information about our air, soil, water, 
landscape, education, energy, politics and the 
law. What exactly is a Blue Flag beach? Do 
you know how to light a fire using the new 
smokeless fuel with which we are struggling in 
Dublin, regretting our old comfortable 
careless ways? All you want to know to be a 
good green — including a fifteen-page 
summary of contemporary environmental 
legal enactments. 





AT THE CUTTING EDGE — Cabinet Diaries 
1982-1987 by Gemma Hussey. Gill and 
Macmillan, p/b 1R£7.99. 

Hardly possible — but it has happened at last 
— the first set of diaries from an Irish Cabinet. 
Ms. Hussey was Minister for Education and 
then minister for the combined portfolios of 
Social Welfare and Labour. It was a frustrated, 
penny-pinched, budget-ridden, tense period 
of government, and this is reflected in the 
book. A lot of worries about money for 
departments, a lot of long, late-night sessions, 
a lot of long-distance travel. And our leaders 
seem to treat their tummies with very little 
consideration, Ms. Hussey describes some 
appalling snacks in the wee hours between 
bouts of government. Interesting and light- 
hearted in places. But surely, having all that 
power is more fun? 


KINGS IN CONFLICT — the Revolutionary Wars 
in Ireland and its Aftermath 1689-1750 by 
W. A. Maguire. Blackstaff Press, h/b 1R£14.95. 
In this book the wars between the contending 
claimants to the throne of England and the 
consequences of their activities for Ireland are 
examined in ten contributions from different 
scholars. The study of the use of propaganda in 
the war — William’s use of the Dutch con- 
temporary mastery of the steel engraving, for 
example, and Sean Connolly’s assessment of 
the real effect of the penal laws contains a great 
deal of useful information. There are over a 
hundred illustrations, some of them in 
colour. 





IRELAND'S FATE — the Boyne and After by 
Robert Shepherd. Aurum Press, h/b sTG£14.95. 


“Who owns the land where musket balls are 
buried 

In blackthorn roots on the esker, the 
drained bogs 

Where sheep browse and credal war 
miscarried? 

Names in the rival churches are written on 


plaques’, 


opens Richard Murphy’s long poem ‘The 
Battle of Aughrim’. Mr. Shepherd’s dispas- 
sionate account of these matters which left so 
deep a mark in Ireland, is carefully researched, 
assembled with a sense of logic, easy to read 
and ends with a thoughtful epilogue on ‘the 
debate between Ireland’s present day identities 
and traditions, nationalist and unionist, repub- 
lican and loyalist and the various strands 
between them’. Interesting contemporary 
illustrations in black and white. 


THIS NORTHERN LAND by Alf McCreary with 
photographs by Christopher Hill. Greystone 
Books, large format, h/b sTG£12.95. 

The chapters are about light and water, 
uplands, imprints, the sea and the countryside. 
The photographs are of the landscape and the 
seascape of Ulster. They are marvellous, 
shimmering, shadowed — unforgettable, 
whether a drift of fallen scarlet flowers at the 
base of a tree in Rowallane in County Down or 
a field of yellow rape blazing under the 
summer sun at an Antrim farm. “There is no 
doubt’, says Alf McCreary, ‘that the hills and 
mountains of this northern land have a 
character that is all their own. It is a familiarity 
which avoids contempt, and a homeliness 
which includes respect’. A very beautiful 
book. Treat yourself to it. 





These books are likely to be available at the following outlets: 
In Dublin: Eason & Son, 40 Lower O’Connell Street, 
Dublin 1. Tel. (01) 733811; 

Hodges Figgis & Co. Ltd., 57 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel. (01) 774754; 

Fred Hanna Ltd., 27-29 Nassau Street, Dublin 2. Tel. (01) 
771255; 

Waterstones, 7 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. Tel. (01) 
6791415. 


The above stores accept Access and Visa credit cards. 


In London: W. & G. Foyle, 119 Charing Cross Road, 
London WC2. Tel. 437-5660. 


In U.S: Irish Books and Media, 1433 Franklin Avenue 
East, Minneapolis MN 55404-2135. Tel. (612) 871- 
3505; 

Alicorn Irish Books, 3428 Balboa Street, San Francisco CA 
94121. Tel. (415) 221 5522 and Keshcarrigan Bookshops, 
90 West Broadway, New York NY 10007. Tel. (212) 962- 
4237. 


In Australia: Angus & Robertson Bookshops, 168 Pitt 
Street, Sydney 2000 and 107 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 
Victoria 3000. 

In West Germany: Celtic Buchservice, Werderstrasse 18a 
D-8500, Nurnberg 20, West Germany. Tel. 0911- 
558044. © 

















” 


OLD IRISH SCHOOL DESKS 


St 


A limited number of the old pitch pine 
and oak desks from the great study hall 
of the Jesuit boarding school, Naas County 
Kildare, Ireland, are for sale. 

Clongowes Wood School was one of the 
first public schools in Ireland, founded in 
1813 (the 175th Anniversary was cele- 
brated in 1988). The great Irish writer 
James Joyce studied on one of these 
desks in the last century. 

Each desk will have a copy of the 
history of Clongowes along with a little 
engraved plaque stating its origin. Price, 
including shipment and delivery to your 
home, packaging and insurance: $499 by 
air. Desks are $200 each without shipment. 


Please send check with order. 


Apply to: OLIVER MOYLAN, 
Managing Director, 
The Ennis Cash Co. Ltd., 
3, 6, 8, 10 O’Connell Street, Ennis, 
Co. Clare, Ireland. 
(011 353) 65 21575 








IRELAND’S GREATEST 
GOLF COURSE 
ON VIDEO 


Ballybunion - The Old Course 


* Irish Pro Plays the course 

* Great Aerial Photograph 

* 60 Minutes — full colour 

* Beautiful background music 
* Strategy & Commentary 

* Coastline scenery 

* Club history 

* Excellent reviews 


Write or Call: 
GOLFING GEMS 
211 King Street, 
Chappagus, N.Y. 10514 USA 
1-800-441-2436 


Also: (914) 238 3079 


Only $29.95 + $3.50 shipping 


Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Also available at Irish import stores. 








Traditional Stone Houses 
designed by the best builder 
in West Cork preserving 
authentic appearance but with 
modern construction methods 
and amenities for upwards of 
$150,000. Low maintenance 
and fully furnished for 
turn-key operation. You 
choose your site from many 
spectacular ocean views now 
available throughout the area. 
West Cork offers year round 
fishing, sailing and golf in the 
warmest and most unspoiled 
part of Ireland. U.S. 
references available. 

For brochure and photos 
contact: 


Michael Doherty, 

35 Eleanor Street, 

No. Dartmouth, MA 02747 
Phone: 508-993-3350 
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